
Highlights of Doctoral Student Research 
Opportunities for 2015-2016 with the 
John Glenn School of Public Affairs 
The John Glenn School of Public Affairs invites high quality Ph.D. applicants to join the dynamic research programs 
underway by our distinguished faculty in a variety of areas.  Research taking place at the Glenn School crosses the 
boundaries of public administration, public and nonprofit management, policy analysis, public economics and 
public finance.  Go to glenn.osu.edu/faculty/faculty.html to research profiles of our diverse faculty.
   
Below is a snapshot of some of the cross-cutting research programs for the upcoming 2015-2016 academic year 
with potential opportunities for doctoral student engagement and funding. Click on the websites and faculty links 
below to learn more about the research agendas, and feel free to reach out to faculty directly with questions.   
 
To apply to the Glenn School or learn more about our doctoral program, go to: glenn.osu.edu/prospective/
doctoral/doctoral.html

Glenn School faculty offer research opportunities 
for investigating the implementation of and returns-
on-investment from public policies requiring new 
scientific and technological innovations to address 
social and economic problems in the areas of 
energy, health, and defense, among other national 
mission areas. These opportunities are outgrowths 
of faculty research and consulting on behalf of the 
National Science Foundation, National Research 
Council, National Nanotechnology Initiative, Science 
and Technology Policy Institute, and OECD. More 
information can be found at the web site for the 
Battelle Center for Science & Technology Policy, 
which is housed within the Glenn School. 

Faculty experts: Caroline Wagner, Craig Boardman, 
Beth-Anne Schuelke-Leech

The Ohio Education Research Center (OERC) 
conducts research and policy analysis for state and 
local government, with a special focus on Ohio. The 
OERC carries out a wide range of research into topics 
such as Teacher Policy, Curriculum and Testing, and 
education governance. Researchers from the center, 
which includes staff from six other Ohio universities, 
are experts in economics, politics, and sociology of 
education. Research opportunities are available at 
all levels to play critical roles in analysis and work 
directly with state government and local education 
authorities. 

Faculty experts: Josh Hawley, Stéphane Lavertu,
Sally Sadoff



Technologies, markets, and policies comprise 
modern energy systems and address environmental 
concerns. Numerous research opportunities are 
available to study how energy and environmental 
policy shapes, and is shaped by, evolutions in how 
societies produce, convert, and use energy, as well 
as the design and analysis of environmental and 
energy markets, and exploration of alternative 
market mechanisms for pricing electricity, energy 
efficiency, and greenhouse gas mitigation. 
Glenn School faculty specializing in energy and 
environmental policy also participate in a number 
of interdisciplinary projects with colleagues 
throughout the university and numerous other 
universities, national laboratories, and non-profit 
organizations.

Faculty experts: Jeff Bielicki, Noah Dormady, 
Hongtao Yi

Housing and consumer finance policy research 
taking place at the Glenn School includes data 
analysis, surveys, program evaluations, and field 
experiments across diverse settings. Current Glenn 
projects include research on federally insured 
reverse mortgages, analysis of homebuyer and 
foreclosure prevention programs implemented by 
state housing finance agencies, and evaluations of 
credit counseling and financial coaching programs 
implemented by nonprofit organizations and local 
governments. Click here to learn more about the 
reverse mortgage study.

Faculty experts: Stephanie Moulton (Glenn School), 
Donald Haurin (Economics), Caezilia Loibl (Consumer 
Sciences)

Food policy covers a broad range of people, 
programs, rules and guidelines that effect how food 
is produced, processed, distributed, consumed 
and disposed of. International, federal, state and 
local governments and organizations all play a role 
in assuring we have a safe, affordable, accessible, 
nutritious and sustainable quantity and quality 
of food for all. At the Glenn School, research 
opportunities are available to study the capacity 
of local governments to enhance community 
food security while ensuring a sustainable and 
economically viable agricultural sector. Click here for 
the food policy webpage. 

Faculty experts: Jill Clark, Neal Hooker

Public managers utilize contract incentives to 
control costs, maximize quality, and encourage 
contractor performance. Despite increased use of 
performance incentives, little research exists on 
their implementation. Studies taking place at the 
Glenn School in this area include an assessment of 
the effective use of contract incentives and analysis 
of inclusion practices in public procurement. The 
findings will ultimately inform the ways in which 
public managers promote performance standards, 
design contracts, more effectively manage the 
contract relationship, and enhance public value.

Faculty experts: Amanda Girth, Trevor Brown


